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SUMMARY

Buffaloes were introduced into Egypt during the middle of the 7th century and distributed on all over the country. The aggregate share of buffalo milk is about 81 percent of total milk production in Egypt from (Borghese, FAO-Europe, ESCORENA-Proceeding, Rome, 2005). Traditionally, buffalo cows have been milked two times daily (2x). Milking 3x has been shown to increase bovine milk yield by 6 to 28% (Poole, Animal Production 34: 197, 1982). The present study was conducted to investigate the benefits of using of 3x milking on indices of milk yield and quality of Egyptian buffaloes under the conditions of Ismailia governorate at the experimental farm belonging to faculty of veterinary medicine, Suez Canal University. Five buffalo cows were milked twice for two weeks and then switched respectively to three times a day for another two weeks. After milking, a well-mixed milk sample was collected for each cow on the same day each week in order to analysis yielded milk. Using of 3x milking, milk yield significantly increased by about 15%. However, fat percentage was slightly lower for milk from cows milked three times a day than for cows milked twice a day. It is concluded that replacing 2x milking by 3x milking in Egyptian buffaloes is feasible. Further scientific work is needed to ascertain this conclusion by assessing economical value after using 3x milking.
Keywords: Buffaloes, milk yield, milk quality, three times milking.  
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